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     After leaving the depot near Division and the Spokane River the 
Spokane Falls & Northern tracks went up North Pearl Street then 
north-eastward toward what would be called Hillyard, following 
roughly what would be the Great Northern mainline near the 
aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƻƴ bƻǊǘƘ DǊŜŜƴŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ  
 
     With Spokane Falls having an elevation of about 1,900 feet, the 
SF&N would have to climb to a summit of 2,432 feet at Loon Lake  
before descending to 1,590 feet at Colville and heading along the 
Colville River over to the Columbia River at Little Dalles. Within ten 
days the track was laid 20 miles north of Spokane to Dragoon Creek 
and by August 4th, 1889 [the day of the infamous Spokane Fire] 
Loon Lake was reached, some forty miles north of Spokane.       

      

Excerpt from a 1918 
Great Northern Ry. Map 

 

Red line shows GN main 
line with the Kettle Falls 
branch shown in yellow. 

 

After the Great Northern 
took control of the  

SF&N, the tracks were  
abandoned from Hillyard 

to Wayside in 1899. 

 

This 1918 map shows an 
imaginary connection 
from Dean to Buckeye. 
ώ{ŜŜ IƻŎƘΩǎ {ǇǳǊ - pg 50] 

    Burlington Northern #222 along Pearl Street corridor - April 1985 

Both Photos Dale Jones  
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           From the beginning, Hillyard was built to repair steam  
locomotives, but it was in 1927 that the Great Northern  
ƻǳǘ ǎƘƻǇǇŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ άƘƻƳŜōǳƛƭǘέ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜΦ !ƭŜȄ .Φ 
Colville was general foreman of the steam shops when GN  
president Ralph Budd proposed purchasing 30 mallet locomotives. 
Mr. Colville convinced the GN management that money could be 
ǎŀǾŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƳƻǘƛǾŜ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜΦ 
 
     GN Class R-1 #2034 was started on October 2, 1927 and  
completed on November 21 - just a mere 49 days later. This was 
the first major type steam locomotive built west of the Mississippi. 
So began the legacy that became synonymous with Hillyard.   

R-2 #2055 was the largest mallet type locomotive on the Great Northern and perhaps the most  
powerful simple articulated steam engine in the world with nearly 150,000 pounds of tractive effort.  

The construction of #2055 began on March 14, 1930 and completed two months later in May.  
This is probably a builders photo taken circa 1930. 

 

 HILLYARD 

Locomotives 948 and 199 were regularly 
assigned to the Kettle Falls line mostly for 
the Canadian branches north of Marcus. 

 
The 948 began its life as Nelson & Fort 

Shepphard #8 which became Spokane Falls 
& Northern #8 built in October 1893.  

Both engines had tenders with  
lengthened water towers so they could  
be easily filled under GN water tanks. 

 
¢ƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ 
near the roundhouse at Hillyard. The 948 
lasted on the Great Northern until 1947. 

Both Photos Dale Jones Collection 
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     The two photos on this page were taken from the westbound [northbound] Hillyard Development Hillyard to Republic special in  
June of 1969. The location is nearly the identical spot of the two passenger train photos on page 96. Since there were many beaver  
dams along this section of Sheep Creek, there was a constant need of fill to keep the roadbed stable. One time when the author hiked 
in to fish this stretch of Sheep Creek, he came upon a portion of roadbed that was only a few inches from being totally covered with  
water from a new beaver dam; in the past there was a struggle between the railroad and the Fish & Wildlife Service over the fate of the 
beavers in Sheep Creek. The photo on the right reveals just how much fill was needed to keep Sheep Creek away from the right-of-way.   

 Two Photos Dale Jones   

DENTON AREA 
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